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fortress,  I also had the pleasure  of enjoying an
intimate   acquaintance.     Captain   Ricketts   has
served many years on this coast, and was engaged
with the Ashantees at the battle of Essamacow,
where Sir Charles McCarthy lost his life.    On
that occasion he had a most miraculous escape,
both in, and after the battle, particularly on his
return to the coast, where he was obliged to follow
the   course   of rivers,   traverse  the jungle  and
forests alone, to evade the murderous Ashantees.
He  subsequently became   commandant  of  Cape
Coast Castle, in which capacity he  acquired so
much influence with the natives as to succeed in
prevailing on them to build a market-place, to lay
out several  new lines of  streets,   and  otherwise
improve the town;   but above all, to induce them,
after a great deal of persuasion, and perseverance,
to take down all the houses adjoining, and in the
immediate vicinity of the castle walls, a measure
which  must   have   greatly interfered with  their
religious prejudices, as they were obliged to re-
move the remains of their relatives, who are always
buried under the apartments they inhabit, and to
carry them to their new habitations to be deposited
in a similar manner.    He had also succeeded with
the King and carboceers in getting them to cut
away all the jungle from the suburbs of the town,
for three or four miles distant, and in fact his in-
fluence was so great, and the positive utility of the
works he designed so obvious, that the natives of